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TAGS: EPAP, ECON, UNCTAD, AS 

SUBJECT: INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCE MEETING ON RUBBER 
REF: STATE 214684 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCE MEETING 
ON RUBBER WITH G.L.V. HOOTON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, COMMODITY 
POLICY DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 

2. HOOTON SAID THAT AS AUSTRALIA ONLY MARGINALLY INTERESTED 
IN PROBLEM OF RUBBER AND AS ITS STAFF IN GENEVA FULLY 
EXTENDED ON OTHER MATTERS, DOT NOT SURE AUSTRALIA WOULD 
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ATTEND MEETING ON MORE THAN A LOOK-IN EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE 
BASIS. 

3. DOT WILL IN ANY EVENT SEND LETTER TO ITS MISSION IN 
GENEVA SETTING FORTH U.S. VIEWS. HOOTON SAID THAT IF 
ANYONE ON AUSTRALIAN SIDE DID ATTEND, WHAT U.S. 

SUGGESTS SEEMS TO MAKE THE BEST SORT OF SENSE. HE 
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ADDED THAT HE WOULD WRITE POST IN THIS VEIN. HOOTON 
CONCLUDED ONLY HALF JOKINGLY THAT HE GUESSED AUSTRALIA 
COULD LOOK TO LARGE IMPORTING COUNTRIES TO LOOK AFTER 
ITS INTERESTS IN THIS MATTER. ALSTON 
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